Stars and Stripes Competition

Background Note
I thought it would be a good idea just to explain some of the background of the Stars and Stripes and how it works as there are some new teams participating for the first time and I have had a couple of queries about it.
The Stars and Stripes competition was set up jointly by myself and Sheelagh Cunningham from Sandycove a couple of years ago.  In fact a lot of the original idea was from Sheelagh - the Stars and Stripes name came about because she was just back from a shopping trip to America at the time (it was in the Celtic Tiger days!!)It was really due to a level of frustration that many people - including both of us – felt,  where we have children doing a lot of coaching and developing into in some cases very competent players, but finding it difficult to get on a league team as typically there are only 3 places. It is also pretty soul destroying to be playing in opens where it is often a bonus to get past the first or second round. Inevitably children lose interest and lose the fun of it. We felt that there had to be the possibility of getting a good competitive competition going catering for this group - really the foundation of solid league teams of the future - but maybe not Class 1!!! The idea of having 6 boys and 6 girls was also to emphasise the social aspect and to promote combining good competition with good fun - which I think has worked very well.
The rules have evolved over the couple of years since and where we are currently is we exclude the top 40 TI ranked players and all clubs have agreed to field the best team they can within the rules. In our case in Monkstown last year this knocked out our top 4 under 12 boys and our top 2 under 12 girls. The standard is still quite high and there can be quite a variance from club to club. Last year we introduced a shield competition where the top 4 teams go into a cup competition and the bottom 4 to a shield competition so there was always something to aim for.

There are a number of ways you can approach the competition - and at the end of the day it is a competition - and clubs take the approach they feel is right for them. My view - and Sheelagh's view - is that you field the best team you can within the rules and aim to have a good competition. We have worked particularly hard at u12 level to organise friendly matches both with other clubs and internally to run at the same time, so that every child who wants to play gets a match. It also gives us a chance to look at up and coming new players but the overall atmosphere is very relaxed.
I hope this sets out some of the background and I also attach last years Fixtures and Rules so you can see how the competition works. 
 
Yours in Sport
 
Catherine Keane
Stars and Stripes Under 12

Autumn 2013
Fixtures

	
	Pool A
	Pool B

	Saturday Sept 3rd

	Monkstown v Shankill

Blackrock v Glenageary


	Newtown Park v Bray

Leop/Glen v Sandycove

	Saturday Sept 10th
	Shankill v Blackrock

G’geary v Monkstown


	Sandycove v Newtown  

Bray v Leop/Glen

	Saturday Sept 17th
	Monkstown v Blackrock

Shankill v Glenageary
	Bray v Sandycove

Leop/Glen v Newtown P

	
	Cup Competition


	Shield Competition

	Saturday Sept 24th
	Wners Pool A v R/Up B

Wners Pool B v R/Up A
	3rd Pool A v 4th Pool B

3rd Pool B v 4th Pool A

	Saturday October 1st

	 Cup Final

3rd and 4th place pay off
	Shield Final

3rd and 4th place play off


Tournament Rules
1. Competition is open to all children who were under 12 as at 1/1/2013 and who did not have an U12 TI ranking of 40 or higher as of 31st August 2013.   

2. Teams comprise 6 girls and 6 boys 

3. The format is  3 doubles matches for boys and 3 doubles matches for girls. 12 games plus a tie break (standard) will be played and one point will be awarded for each game won. The scores should  therefore always add to 13 – ie 7-6 8-5 etc..

4. Points will accumulate over the initial pool games to determine positions 1 to 4

5. Semi Finals and finals will also be decided on total points – ie points of all 6 games in the match are added and the team with the most points wins

6. The presentation for all events will be in Monkstown on Saturday 1st October.

7. The winning team is responsible for forwarding scores by email to catherine.keane@boigm.com

8. An update will issue by the end of each week

9. There will be an entry fee of €30 per club to cover prizes for the final day with €5 euro going to the GOAL charity.

10. Scheduled time for matches is  Saturdays 6-8pm  and teams must be available to play at that time unless alternative time is agreed by both clubs.

11. Tournament committee decision – see attached page for list -  will be final in the event of any dispute

12. Home team to provide tennis balls and refreshments afterwards

Tournament Committee Contact List

Sandycove
Shelagh Cunningham
gands.cunningham@gmail.com
086 2071441



May Gallagher

 may.gallagher@gmail.com
087 8386535

Monkstown
Catherine Keane

catherine.keane@boigm.com
086 2337940



Suzanne Broughan
sunorton@eircom.net 

086 1633158

Shankhill
Deirdre Morgan

deirdreamorgan@gmail.com
0876838086



Gina Kent Murphy




087 2633662

Newtown Park
Helen Donohoe

helendonohoe@uniquemedia.ie
0863608772



Suzie Walker

suziewalker35@gmail.com
0864033964

Glenageary
Faouzia Fawzi

faouziafawzi@hotmail.com
0872116912

Blackrock
Julie Anne Hudson
julieannehudson@eircom.net
288 0688



Laurie Denvir




     
0862334816

Leopardstown/
Anne Murnane

annmurnane@utvinternet.com
086 8113307

Glenalbtn



Mary McGowan

mcgowan10@eircom.net 

Bray

Rachel Paul 

juniors@cowicklowltc.com
086 8561722

